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TO T H B 

RE A D E R. 

TTwas not my Defign when T wrote \ 

** ever fo print the latter Part of the 

following Sermon. But the falfe and 

Jiurrilous jAp counts rf it which have* 

been publijhedi almojl in every Corner, of 

the Nation, conjlrain me to pubUfh the- 

Whole, juji as it was preached, that- 

Men of Reafon may judge for tkeith* 

Jflves^ 



c ?i. 1 * John Wesley. 
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ACTS iv. 3 i. 

And they were all filled with the Holy 
Gbofi. 



i. f I ^HE fame Expreffion occurs in 
I the fecond Chapter, where we 
JL read, When the Day of Pentecofi 
was fully come, they were all (the Apoftles, 
with the Women, and the Mother of Je- 
fus, and his Brethren) with one Accord in 
me Place. Andfuddenly there came a Sound 
from Heaven, as of a rufhing mighty Wind. 
And there appeared unto them eleven Tongues, 
like as of Fire, and it fat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft f. 
One immediate Effedl whereof was, They 
began to (peak with other Tongues §. Infomuch 
that both the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
the other Strangers who came together, when 
this was not fed abroad, heard them Jpeak, in 
their feveral Tongues, the wonderful Works of 

. GOD n. 

2. In this Chapter we read, that when 

the Apoftles and Brethren had been praying 

and praifing GOD, the Place was Jhaken 

where they were afjembled together, and 

B ^they 

i 48$ iL i, *, fc 4. J Ver. 4. J Ycr. 6. 
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they were all filled with the Holy Ghcft -f\ 
Not that we find any vifible Appearance 
here, fuch as: had been, in the former In- 
stance : Nor are we informed, that the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, were 
then given to all* or any of them : Such 
as the Gifts of Healing, of working other 
Miracles j of Prophecy* of difcerning Spirits % 
the fpeaking with divers Kinds of Tongues* 
and the Interpretation of Tongues *. 

3. Whether thefe Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft were defigned to remain in the 
Church throughout all Ages : And whether 
or no they will be reftored at the nearer 
•Approach of the Reftitution of all Things : 
*Are Queftions which it is not needful to 
•decide. But it is needful to obferve this. 
That even in the Infancy of the Church, 
'GOD divided them with a (paring Hand. 
Were all even then Prophets? Were all 
Workers of Miracles ? Had all the Gifts of 
Healing? Did all fpeak with Tongues? No. 
In nowife. Perhaps not one in a Thoufand. 
Probably, none but the Teachers in the 
Church, and only fome of them §.. It wais 
therefore for a more excellent Purpofe 
than this, that they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghoft. 

4. It was, to give them (what none can 
deny to be efiential to all Chriftiaris in all 

Agps) 

f A8s ii. 23. • 1 Cor. arii. 9, 10. 

S l Car. xii. 28, 29, 30. 
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Ages) the Mind which was in Cbrijl, thofe 
holy Fruits of the Spirit, which whofoeyer 
hath not, is none of His: To fill them with 
* Lov£,, Joy, Peaqe, . Long-fuffering, Gen- 
tfenefs, Goodnefs : To endue them with 
Faith, (perhaps it might be rendered, Fi- 
delity) with Meeknefs and Temperance: To 
enable therp to crucify the jFIeJb with its Af- 
fections and Lufts, its Paffions and Defires : 
And in confeqiience of that inward Change, 
to fulfil a[l outward Righteoufnefs, to walk 
as Cbrift affo walked, in the .f Work of Faith, 
the Patience of Hope, the Labour of Love.- 

5; Without bufying t>urfeJves then ir* 
curious needlefs^Enquiries, touching thofe 
extraordinary <5ifts of the Spirit; let u» 
take a nearer View of thcfe- his ordinary 
Fruits, which we are affured will remain 
throughout all Ages : Of that great Work 
Of Gcphmongthe Children of Men, which 
we are tifed to exprefe by one Word, Cbri± 
ftianity : Not as it implies a Set of Opinions, 
a Syftem of Doctrines, but as it refers to 
Mens Hearts and Lives. And this Chri- 
stianity it may be ufeful to confider, under 
three diftinA Views. 

I. As beginning to exift in Individuals. 

• Gat. v. 22, 23, 24. f » &*£• i- 3; 

B 2 II. As 
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II. As fpreading from one to another. 

III. As covering the Earth. I defign to 
elofe thefe Cohfiderations with a plain' prac- 
tical Application. 

I. And Brft, let us confider Chriftianity 
in its Rife, as beginning to exlfi in IndivV 
iduals. 

Suppofe then one of thofe who heard the 
Apoftle Peter preaching Repentance and Re- 
miffion of Sins, was pricked to the Hearty was 
convinced of Sin, repented, and then be- 
lieved in Jefus.' By this Faith of the Opera- 
tion of GOD, which was the very Subftance 
or Subfiftence of things hoped for, the de- 
monftrative Evidence of invifible Things, he 
inftamly received the Spirit of Adoption* 
whereby he now cried~Abba, Father f ! Now 
firft it was that he could call Jefus Lord, by 
the Holy Ghofi •, the Spirit itfclf bearing wit- 
nefs with bis Spirit that be was a Child of 
GOD §. Now it was that he could truly lay, 
J live not, but Cbriji livetb in me\ and the 
life which I now live in the Flejh, I live by 
Faith in the Son of GOD, who loved me and 
gave bimfelf for me ||. 

2. This 

f Heb. xi. I. Rem. viii. I ?. • I Cor. xii. 3. 
"J 2k*. viii. 15. * 6 J- ii. 20. 
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2. This then was the very Eflenqe of h* 
Faith,a diviner }>^x°^ * of the Love of God 
the Father, through the Son of his Love, to 
him a Sinner, now accepted in the Beloved* 
And f being juJlifieJ by Faitb y he bad Peace 
with God, ycztbe Peace of GOD ruling in bis 
Heart : A Peace, which faffing all Under* 
fianding (wccvj» v£y, ajl barely rational Con- 
ception) kept bis Heart ayd Mind from al) 
Doubt and Fear, through the Knowledge of 
him in whom be bad believed. He coula not 
therefore be afraid of any evilltf dings $ for 
his Heart flood faft believing in tbe Lord. 
He feared not what Man could do unto 
him, knowing tbe very Hairs of bis Head 
'were all numbered. He feared not all the 
Powers of Darknefs, whom GOD was daily 
-huifing under bis Feet. Lead of all was he 
afraid to die; nay, he defired to depart and 
*he with Chrift % \ who || through Death bad 
*deftroyed bim that bad. the Power of Deatb % 
•even tbe Devil ; and delivered them who thro 9 
Ftar of Deaths were all their Lifetime, till 
- then,, jubjeft to Bondage. 

a. His Soul therefore magnified tbe Lord % 

and bis Spirit rejoiced, in GOD in bis Saviour. 

He rejoiced in him with Joy unjpeakable, who 

bad reconciled him to 6od even tbe Father : 

B 3 In 

■• Evidence or Convi&ion. f R° m - v » «'• 
t PhiLi.23. 1 Hcb. ii. 15. 
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Flejb, the Defire of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Life. By the fame Almighty Love was he 
faved, both from Paffion and Pride, from 
Lull and Vanity, from Ambition and Co? 
vetoufnefs, and from every Temper which 
was not in Chrift. 

7; It may be eaGly believed, he wHq 
had this Love in his Heart, would work n$ 
Evil to bis Neighbour. It was jmjDoffible 
for him, knowingly and defignedly, to do 
Harm to any Man. He was at the greateft 
Diftance from Cruelty and Wrong, from 
.any unjuft or unkind Adion. With the 
-the fame Care did he fit a Watch before 
bis Mouth, and keep tije Door of his Laps ; 
leaft he fhould offend in Tongue, either 
againft Juftice, or againft Mercy or Truth. 
He put away alt Lying, Falfhood and Fraud •, 
neither was Guile found in bis. Mouth. He 
fpake evil of no Man, nor .did ,an unkind 
Word ever came out of his Lips. 

8. And as he was deeply fenfible of the- 
.Truth of that Word, without me ye can do 
nothing, and confequently, of the Need he 
had to be water' d of God every Moment, fo 
he continued daily in all the Ordinances of 
God, the Hated Channels of his Grace to 
Man : In the Apoftle'sDoarine or teaching, 
receiving th^t Food of the Soul with ?U 
Jfceadineis of Heart, in the breaking of Bread, 
2 * * wliich 
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which he found to be the Communion of the 
Body ofCbrift, and in the Prayers and Praifea 
offered up by the great Congregation. And 
thus he daily grew in Grace, increafing in- 
Strength, in the Knowledge and Love of 
God. 

9. But it did not fatisfy him, barely to 
abitain from doing Evil. His Soul was a- 
thirft to do good. The Language of his 
Heart continually was, my Father worketb 
hitherto, and I work. My Lord went about 
doing good: And fliall not I tread in bis Steps ? t 
As he had Opportunity. therefore, if he could 
do no Good of a higher Kind, he fed the 
Hungry, doathed the Naked, help'd the 
FatherJefc or Stranger, vifued and affifted 
them that were fick or in Prifon.. . He gave 
all bis Goods to feed the /W;'he rejoiced to 
labour or to ftiffer for them.; and wherein 
foever he might profit another, there cfpe-v 
cially to deny bimfelf He counted nothing 
too dear to part with for them, as well 
remembering the Word of his Lord, In- 
a/much as ye have done it unto one of the 
Uaft of tbefe my Brethren, ye have done it 
unto me*. 

10. Such was Cbrifiianity in its Rife, luch 
was a Chriftian rn ancient Days. Such was 
every one of thofe, who when they beard 
the Thrcarnings of the. Chief Priefts and 

% Elders, 

*• Matth. XXV. 40. 
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Elders^ lift up their Voice to GOD with one 
Accord, and were all filled with the Holy 
-Cboft. The Multitude of them that believed* 
were of one Heart and of one Soul. (So did 
the Love of Him in whom they had be- 
lieved, conftrain them to love one another.) 
Neither faid any of them that ought of the 
Things which he pojfejjed was bis own •, but 
they had all Things common. So folly were 
they crucified to the World, and the World 
crucified to them. And they continued fled- 
faftly with one Accord in the Apoftles Doc- 
trine y and in the Breaking of Bread, and in 
Prayers. And great Grace was upon them 
ally neither was there, any among them thai 
lacked : For. as navy as were Poffeffors of 
Lands or Houfes fold them, and brought the 
Prices of the Things, that were fold, and laid 
them down at the. Apoftles Feet, and Diftri- 
button was. made unto, every. Man, according 
m be bad need f. 

II. Let us take a View, in the fecond 
Place, of this Cbriftianity, as fpreading 
from one to another, and fo gradually 
making its Way into the World. . For fuch 
was the Will of Gon concerning.it: Who 
did not light a Candle, to put it under a BufheU 
hit that it might give Light to all that were 
in the Houfe. And this our Lord bad de- 
clared to his firft Difciples ; Ye are the Sail 

+ .j0siiv. 24, 51 — 35. 
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oftbe*Eartb 9 the Light of the World, at the 
fame time that he gave that general Com- 
mand, Let your Light fo flrine before Men^ 
that they may fee your good Works, andglo- 
rify your Father which is in Heaven |. 

2. And indeed fuppofing a few of thefe 
Lovers of Mankind, to fee the whole World 
lying in Wickednefs, can we believe tbcj 
would be unconcerned at the Sight ? At the 
Mifery of thofe for whom their Lord 
died ? Would not their Bowels yearn over 
them, and their Hearts melt away for every 
Trouble ? Could chey then ftand idle all the 
Day long ? Even were there no Command 
from him whom they loved ? Rather, would 
they not labour* by all poflible Means, to 
pluck fome of thefe Brands out of the Burn- 
ing ? Undoubtedly they would : They would 
fpare no Pains to bring back whomsoever 
they could of thofe poor Sheep that bad 
gone aflray, to the great Shepherd and Bifbop 
of their Souls* . 

3. So the Chriftians of old did: They 
laboured, having Opportunity, -f- to do good 
unto all Men, warning them to flee from 
the Wrath to come, now, now, to efcape the 
Damnation of Hell. Tftey declared, % The 
Times of Ignorance COD winked at - 9 but 

now 

% B Map. v. 15, 14, 15, 16. * \Pet.n. **• 
f Gal. vi. 10. % A8sxm. $0. 
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How be calletb all Men every where to repent. 
They cried aloud, Turn ye^ turn ye from 
your evil Ways\ Jo Iniquity Jbatl not be your 
Ruin *. They f reafqned with them of Tem- 
perance <md Rigbteoufnefs, or Juftice, of the 
Virtues oppofue to their reigning Sins j and 
of Judgment to come, of the Wrath of God 
which would furely be executed on Eyit 
Doers in that Day, when he fhould judge 
the World. 

4. They endeavoured herein to fpeak to 
dvery Man feverally as he had need. To 
the Carelefs, to thofe who lay unconcerned 
in Darknefs and in the Shadow of .Death, 
they thundered, Awake thou that Jleepeft\ 
arije from the Dead, and Cbrift Jball give 
■thee Light. But to thofe who were already 
awakened out of Sleep, and groaning under 
a Senfe of the Wrath of GOD, their Lan- 
guage was, We have an Advocate with the 
Father ; be is the Propitiation for our Sins. 
Mean time thofe who had believed, they 
provoked to Love and to good Works ; to pa- 
tient Continuance in Well-doing, and to abound 
more and more in that Holinefs, without which 
no Man can fee the Lord§. 

5. And their Labour/was not in vain in 
the Lord. His Word ran and was glorified. 

It 

- * Ezek.xvtil 30. • f d8*.*wr*%i. 
• J Heb. xii. 14. 
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It grew mightily and prevailed. . But fo much 
the more did Offences prevail alfo. The 
"World in general were offended, becaufe 
they tejlified of it, that the Works thereof 
'were evil *. The Men of Pleafure were of- 
fended, not only becaufe thefe Men were 
made? as it were, to reprove tbeir Thoughts. 
{He profeffetb, faid they, to have the Know- 
ledge of GOD ; be calleth himfelf the Chili 
of the Lord: His Life is not like other Mens 9 
his Ways are of another Fafhion. He ab- 
ftainetbfrom our Ways, as from Filthinefs : 
Hemd#etb bis Bbaft, that God is his Far 
J'tt'erf.) But much more, becalufe fo many 
of their Companions were taken away, and 
would ho, more run with them into the fame 
Excefs^ of Riot t. The Men of Reputation 
; were onended, becaufe as the Gofpel fpread, 
they declined in the Efteem of the People ; 
and " becaufe many no longer dared to give 
them flattering Tides, or - to pay Man the 
Homage due to GOD only. The Men of 
t Trade called one another together, and faid, 
II Sirs, ye know that by this Craft we have 
our Wealth. ' But .ye fee and hear that thefe 
Men have perfuaded and turned away much 
People. So that this our Craft is in danger to 
be fit at nought. Above all, the Men cf 
"Religion, fo called, the Men of Outfiie 
"Religion, " the Saints of the World/* 
C wefc 

• John vii. 7. f MA "• « h 14. *S, it- 

J iTVf, iv.'4. || A3* fiix. 25, &c. ■ 
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were offended, and ready at every Oppor- 
tunity to cry out, * Men of Ifraelj Help I 
We have found tbefeMen! Peftilent Fellows, 
Movers of Sedition throughout the World. 
f Tbefe are the Men that teach all Men % every 
where, againft the People and againjl the Law. 

6. Thus it was that the 'Heavens* grew 
black with Clouds, and the Storm gathered 
amain. For the more Chriftianicy fpread, 
.the more Hurt was done, in the Account of 
"thofe who received it not. And. the Number 
increased of thofe who were more and , more 
enraged at thefe I Men who thus turned the 
World upfide down. Infomuch that more and 
more cried out, Away with fuch Fellows from 

' the Earth > // is not fit* thai they Jhould live ; 
! yea* J and Gncerely believed, th&t.whofoever 
^fhould kill them, would do GOD Service. 

7. Mean while thfcy did not fail to\\cdJt 
out their Name as t evil: So that this § SeS 

m was every where fpoken again fl. "** Men 
faid aU Manner of Evil of them, even as 
had been done of the Prophets that were be- 
fore them. And whatever any would affirm, 
• others would believe. So that Offences 
grew as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude. 
Add hence arofe, at the Time fore-ordafn f d 
of the Father, 'Persecution in allots Forms* 

Some, 

• ABskAy. $'. f ABs x*i. *8. %JUhim. 6. 
Imke vi. 22* % Ms xxviii. 24. ** Matt. v. 1 1 . 
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Some^for a Seafon, fuffered only Shame 
and Reproach.; fome, the Spoiling of their 
'Goods \ fame' bad Trial of Mocking and 
Scourging ; . foroe of Bonds and Imprifonmcnt \ 
and others refifiedunto Blood*. 

8. Now it was, that the Pillars of Hfcll 
were fhaken, and the Kingdom of GOD 
fpread more and more. , Sinners were evfcry 
where turned from Darknefs to Light, and 
from the. Power of Satan unto GOD. He 
^gave his Children fuch a Mouth, and fucb 
JVtfdm, as all their jldverfaries could not 
refijl. And their Lives were of equal Force 
with their. Words. But above all, their Suf- 
ferings Ibake to^ all the World, * 'jThey apr 
proved Jhemfjthes the Jgervairts of QOu x in 
Jff&tions, m Ntcejfituf, in DiftreJJes; in 
Stripes, in Imprifbnments, in Tumults, in La* 
hours •, in Perils in the Sea, in Perils in the 
Wtldemefs ; in Wearinefs and Painfulneft* in 
Hunger and Tbirft, in Cold and Naiednefs% 
And when having fought the good Fight, 
they were led as Sheep to the Slaughter, an4 
offered up on the Sacrifice and Service of their 
Faith, then the Blood Qf each found a 
Voice, and the Heathen, owned, TU being 
dead, yet fpeahtb.- ■ .,'■■• 

9. Thus did Cbriftianity fpread itfelf xn 
. the Earth, But how foon did the Tares ap 

C 2 pear 
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pear with the Wheat ? And the M$ery of 
■Iniquity work as well as the Myftory ofGod- 
linefsl How foon did Satan find a Seat, 
even in the Temple of GOD ! Till the Wo- 
man fled into the Wildermfs^ and the Faithful 
'were again mini/bed from the Children of 
Men. Here we tread a beaten Path : The 
ftill increafing Corrup:ions of the fucceed- 
ing Generations, have been largely defcribcd 
from time to time, by thofe Witne0es 
GOD raifed up, to fhew that he had built 
his Church upon a Rock y and the Gates of 
Helljhculd not wholly prevail again/I her *. 

III. i. But (hair we not fee greater 
Things than thefe ? Yea, greater than have - 
been yet from the Beginning of the World ? 
Can Satan caufe the Truth of GOD to fail ? 
Or his Promifes. to be of none Eflfeft ? If 
nor, the Time will come, when Cbriftiamty 
will prevail over all, and cover the Earth. 
Let us (land a little, and furyey (the third 
Thing *hich was propofed) this ftrange 
Sight, a Cbriftian World. Of this the Pro- 
phets of old enquired and fear ched diligently f : 
.'Of this the Spirit which was in them teftifled 9 
'Jt Jhall come to pafs in the loft bays* tbatjbe 
Mountain of the Lord's Houfe Jhall be efla- 
Mijbed in* the Top of the Mountains ', and Jhall 
be exalted above the Hills^ and all Nations 
Jhall flow unto it. And they Jhall beat their 

Swords 

"* Matt, xvi; 1 8. f i Pet. i. 10, 1 1, &c 
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Swords into.Plougb-Jbare&, and their. Spears 
into Pruning-books \ Nation Jball not lift up 
Sword againjt Nation, neither JhaU they learn 
War any more •. " In that Day there Jball be 
a Root of Jefie, which Jball ftand for an En* 
fign of the People. To it Jball the Gentiles 
feeky and bis Reft Jball be glorious. And it 
JhaU come ta pafs in that tyay 9 that the Lord 
jLill fetbis. Band again to recover the Remnant 
of hh People ; and be Jbajl t fet up an 'Enftgn 
for the Nations 9 andjhall qffemble the Outcqfls 
of Ifrael, and gather together the Difperfed 
of Judah, from the four Corners of the 
Earth -f. The Wolf jball then dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard Jball lie down with 
the Kid : And the Calf and the young Lion 
and the Fatting together ; and a UttU Child 
Jball lead them. They JhaU not hurt nor de- 
firoy^ Jaitb the Lord, in all my Holy Moun* 
tain. -For tie Earth JhaU be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
the Sea J. " 

2. To the lame Effeft are the Words of 
the great Apoftle, which it is evident have 
never yet been fulfilled. Hath GOD caft 
*way bis People ? GOD forbid. But through 
their Fall Sahatfcn is tonne to the Gentiles. 
And if the diminijhing of them be the Riches 
of the Gentiks 9 bow much more their Fulnefs ? 
For I would not j Brethren, that ye Jhould be 
C 3 ignorant 
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ignorant of this Mjftery — That Blindnefs in 
fart is happened to Ifraef, until the Fuhtefs 
of the Gentilet be come in : And fo <all Ifrae! 
jbaUtefaved*. <;iy«\\ 

3. Suppofe now the Fqlncfi of Time to 
lie come, and the Prophecies to be accpirj^ 
plilhed : Whit a Prbfp&t i* this? N A» is. 
Peace, <j$gietnefs 9 and Affuran^ for ever* 
Here is no Din of Arms, J n6 confiUfed Noife^ 
ho Garments rolled in Blood. DeftruShns 
are come to a perpetual End: Wars are ceak 
ed from the Earth. Neither is there. any 
inteftine Jar Y£ilttfaing 5 nd' Brother riling 
up againft : Brother ; no Country pr City 
divided agai^ft itfel£ arid tearing oiit.its 
own BoWels. Civil Difcord is at an End 
for evermore, and none is left either to de- 
stroy or fyurt his Neighbour. Here is no 
Pppreflion ; jco .make even the wife 'Man mad-, 
hoEMni6t\tSg?if^theFhce of the Poor 5 
no Robbery or Wrong, no Rapine or In- 
juftice ; for all are content with fuch Things 
as they poffefs.' Thus Right eoufntfs and Peace 
have kijfed each other -f; they have taken 
Jtdot K di}d filled the Land: Righteoufoefs 
Iflourifhiiig out of the Earrth, and Peace 
looking down from Heaven. 

4. And with Righteoufnefs or Juftice, 
IVfercy is alfo found. The Earth is no 

longer 
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Jonger ///// of cruel Habitations. The Lord 
fothdeftfoyhd both the Hood-tbirfy and ma- 
licious, the envious and revengeful Mao> 
Wece there any Provocation* there i$ npnf 
that now knowcth, to return Evil for Evil. 
JBut indeed there is none doth Evil> no not 
one 5 for all are barm/efs as Dovts*, and iy^ 
ingtfUed with Peace andjoy in Betietoing % jaftf 
uriited in one Bo^yy by qne Spirit, titey-^! 
foveas Brethren '■? ; they are all .of one Heart 
and cf one Scul. H either faith airy pf tbem % 
that ought of the firings, which he pojfejjetb if 
his own. . There is none among. them, tfcajt 
-lad**th * fon every Mattijovetta hfc N^igh- 
boui* as hiittfelf*' \A*d .a H walk by one 
Rule, Whatever yepould that 'Mtnjfcvld do 
unto you, even fo do- unto them. 

5. It follows, that jk> unkind Word can 
*ver be heard among them : No Strife of 
Tongues* no Contention of any kind, no 
Railing or Evil-fpeaking : But every one 
opens bis Mouth with Wifdom y and in bis 
Tongue there is the Law of Kindnefs. E- 
qually incapable are they.. of ^ Fraud or 
Guile : Their Love is without Diffimufatim; 
Their Words are always the juft Expreffion 
of their Thoughts^ opening a Window in- 
to their Breaft, that whofoever defires may 
look into their Hearts, and fee that oaly 
Love and GOD are there. 

• fi. Thus 
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6. Thus, where the LORD GOD om- 
nipotent taketb to himfelf his mighty [Patter 
and reignetb, doth he fubdue all Thing* to 
himfelf \ caufe every Heart to overflow with 
Love, and fill every Mouth With Praife. 
'Happy are the People that art in fitch * Qtje * 
yea, bleffed are the People who have the Lord 
for their GQD*. ,Jhife, fhine, (fiith the 
Lord) fir thy Light is come, and the- Glory 
of the Lord is rifeu upon thee. Tbou baft 
known that I the Lord am thy Saviour* akd 
4by Redeemer the mighty GOD of Jacjb. J 
have made thy Officers IPeace, . and (by Exac- 
tors Rigb'ieowfnefs. ■ Vtolenceijball ^0 more he 
heard in thy Laud, Wafting nor Dtftruftion 
within thy Borders ; but thou Jbalt call thy 
Walls Salvation, and thy Gates Praife. Thy 
People are all righteous \ Ibeyfball inherit- the 
Land for ever : The BrOncb of my Planting, 
the Work of my Hands, tha^i may be^glori* 
fied. The Sun fball no mo+e he thy Light by 
t>ay\ neither for Brigbtnefs fhall the Mom 
give Ugbt unto thee. But the Lord fball be 
unto thee an overlaying Light, and thy GOD 
thy Glory f. 

IV, Having thus briefly confidered Cbri- 
Jiianity, as beginning, as going on, and as 
covering the Earth, it remains only that I 

fhould 
* Pfal. cxliy. 15. t ty** &• J > *6> *9« 
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fhould clofe the whole with a plain pra&ical 
Application. 

i. And firft, I would afk, Where does 
this Cbriftianity now exift ? Where, I pray; 
do the Cbriftians live ? Which is the Coun- 
try, the Inhabitants whereof are all thus 
filled with the Hofy Gboft ? Are all of one 
Heart and of one Soul ? Cannot fuffer ohe 
among them to lack any thing* but continu- 
ally give to every Man as he hath Neid f 
Who one and all have the Love of GOD 
filling their Hearts, and conftraining them 
fo love their Neighbour- as themfclves ? 
Who have all put on Bowels of ' lfaereie^ 
Humbknefs of .Mind, GcQtlenefs, Long-fuf- 
ftring ? Who offend riot in any kind, "ei- 
ther by Word or Deed, againft Jdftice^ 
Mercy or Truth ? But in "every Point do 
unto all Men, as they would thek fhould do 
unto them ? W t ith what. Propriety can we 
term any a Qbrifiiqn Country y which does not 
anfwer this Defcription? Why theiij let 
us confefs we have never yet feen a Cbri* 
Jlian Country .upon Earth. 

2. I befcech you," Brethren; by the Mcf- 
,cies of GOD, it ye dp account me a Mad"- 
man or a Fool, yet as a Fool bear with me. 
It is utterly needful that fome one fhould 
ufe great Plainnefs of Speech toward yotf. 
It, is mbre efpecially needful ac this Time >, 

for 
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for who knowcth but it is the A$?Who 
knowcth how foon the Righteous Judge 
may fay, / will no more be intre'aied for this 
People. Tbo 9 Noah, Darnel, and Job were 
in this Landy they fhould but deliver their own 
Souls. And who will ufe this Plainnefs if I 
do not ? Therefore I, even I, will fpeak. 
And I adjure you, by the Living GOD, that 
ye fteel not your Breads againft receiving a 
Bleffing at my Hands. Do nor lay in your 
Heart, Non perfuadebis, ettamfi perfuafrisi 
Or in other Words, Lord, thou fhalt not 
fend, by whom thou wilt fend! Let me ra- 
ther pcrifti in my Blood, than be {avcd by 
this Man ! 

. 3. Brethren, t am perfuaded better Things 
ff yew, tbo y I thus fpeak. Let me aik yoij 
theg, in tender Love, and in the Spirit of 
Ageeknefs, Is this City a Cbrijiian City ? Is 
Gbrifiianity, fcripturat Cbrijtianity foun4 
liere f Are we, confidered <*s a Community 
of Men, (b filled with the Holy Ghoft, as tp 
e.njoy in our Hearts, and (hew forth in our 
Lives, the genuine Fruits of that Spirit ? 
Are all the Magiltrates, all Heads and Go* 
.vernors of Colleges and. Halls, and their 
refpedtive Societies (not to fpeak of the 
Inhabitants of the Town) of one Heart and 
of one Soul? Is the Love of GOD Jhed abroad 
in our Hearts ? Are our Tempers the fame * 
that were in him ? And are our Lives a- 

grecabfe 



( *3 ) 
grceable thereto ? Are we Holy as be which 
bath called us is bofy 9 in all manner of Con- 
version. 

4. I in treat you to obferve, that here are 
no peculiar Notions now under Confidera* 
tton -, that the Queftion moved is not -cbrf- 
cerning douitfulOpinions, of one kind cfr 
another: But concerning the undoubted, 
fundamental Branches (if there be any fdch) 
of our common Cbriftiamty. And ror thfe 
DeciGon thereof, I appeal to your own Con- 
science guided by the ? Word of GOD. He 
therefore that is Aot condemned by his 
own Heart, let him go free. 

5. In the Fpar then, and in the Prefence 
of the Great GOD, before whom both you 
and I (hall Ihottly appear, I pray you that 
are in Authority over us, whom I reverence 
fot your Office Sake, to confider, (and. not 
after the manner of Diflemblers with GOD) 
are you filled with the' Holy Gbofi ? Are ye 
lively Portraitures of Him, whom ye arc ap- 
pointed' to represent among Men ? I have 
Jaid, Te are Gods, ye Magiftrates and Ru- 
lers ; ye are by Office fo nearly allied to 
the GOD of Heaven ! In your feveral Sta- 
tions and Degrees, ye are to fhew forth 
unto us the hard pur Governor. Are all the 

^houghes of your Hearts, aJf 'your Tem- 
'ifets and'Defires, fuitable to yourHigh- 
* r Ollingi 
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^Calling? Are all your Words Jike unqp 
jthofe which come out of the Mouth <rf 
GOt)? Is there in all your' A&ions Dignity 
and Love ? A Greatnefs which Words can- 
jiot exprefs, which can flow only from an 
Heart fulj of GOD— and yet co^ffffenc 
.with the ~Ghara£ter of Man that is aWorm^ 
jfUfd the Son of Man that is a Worm I * 

6. Ye venerable Men, who are more 
.especially called to form the tender Minds 
_oF Yputh, tbd^fpel .thence the Shades of 
.^notajbeex'and Error,, and train them up to 
"be wife unto Salvation, are you filled with 
the Holy Ghojl? With all thok Fruits of Ihe 
Spirit, which your important Office fo in- 
difpenfably requires? Is your Heart whole 
with GOD ? Full of Love and Zeal to fct 
up his Kingdom on Earth ? Do you con- 
tinually remind thofe under your Care, that 
the one Rational End of all our Studies, is 
to know, love and ferve the only true GOD, 
. and Jefus drift whom be hath fent ? Do you 
.inculcate upon them, day by day, that Love 
alone never failetb ? Whereas, whether there 
be Tongues, they Jhall fail, or Philofophical 
, Knowledge, it (ball vanijb away : And that 
.without Love, all Learning is but fplendid 
; Ignorance, pompous Folly, Vexation of Spi- 
rit? Has all you teach an aftual. Tendency 
to theX,Qv?of GOD, and of all Marifciod 
for iis Sake ? Have you an Eye to this End 



in whatever you prefcribe, touching the 
Kind, the Manner and the Meafure of their 
Studies? Defiring and labouring, that 
wherever the Lot of thefe young Soldiers 
of Chrift is caft, they may be fo many 
imrning and finning Lights^ adorning the 
Gcfpel df Cbrijl in all Things. And per- 
mit me to afk, Do you put forth all your 
Strength, in the vaft Work you have un- 
dertaken? Do you labour herein with all 
your Might? Exerting every Faculty of 
your Soul ? Ufing every Talent which Qpp 
hath lent you, and that to the uttermoft of 
your Power ? 

j. Let it not be faid, that I fpeak here, 
as if all under your Care were intended to 
be Clergymen. Not fo : I only fpeak as if 
they were all intended to be Chriftian*. 
But what Example is fet them by us who 
enjoy the Beneficence of our Fore- fathers ? 
By Fellows, Students, Scholars? More 
efpecialiy thofe who are of fome Rank and 
Eminence ? Do ye, Brethren, abound in 
the Fruits of the Spirit? In Lowlinefsof 
Mind, in Self-Denial and Mortification, in 
Serjoufnefs and Compofure of Spirit, in 
Patience, Meeknefs, Sobriety, Temperance; 
and in unwearied, reftlefs Endeavours, to 
do good, in every kind, unto all MetL to 
relieve their outward Wants, and, to brntg 
Acir Souls to the true Knowledge and Love 
D of 
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of GOD? Is this the general Chaia&er of 
Fellows of Colleges ? I fear it is not. Ra- 
ther, Have not Pride and Haughtincfs of 
Spirit, Impatience and Peevifhnefs* Sloth 
and Indolence, Gluttony and Senfuality, afrd 
even a proverbial Ufelefnefe, been objected 
to us, perhaps not always by oar Enemies* 
nor wholly without Ground. O that GOD 
would roll away this Reproach from u$1 
that the very Memory of it might pertfk 
forever! 

&. Many of us are more immediately con- 
fecrated to GOD, called to minifer m Holy 
Things. Are we then Patterns to the reft ? 
In Word, in Cowoerfation, in, Charity 5 in 
Spirit , in Faith, in Purity * t Is there writ- 
ten on our Forehead and on our Heart* 
Holinefs to the Lord? From what Motives 
did we enter upon this Office ? Was it in- 
deed with a linglc Eye to ferve GO&? 
frujlwg that we were inwardfy moved by the 
Holy Gboft, to take upon us this Mimftratum % 
for the promoting of his Glory, and the edi- 
fying of his People ? And have we clearly 
determined, by GO&s Grace, to give ourfelves- 
wholly to this Office ? Do we forfake and fet 
afide, as fnucb as in us lies, all worldly Cares 
and Studies ? Ho we apply ourfelves wholly to 
this one thing ? And draw all our Cares and 
Studies this Way ? Are we apt to teach f 

Arc 
• I Tim.iv. 12. 



Are we taugbf <?/ GOD, that we may be 
able to teach others alfo? Do we know 
GOD? Do we know Jefus Chriftv? HatK 
GOD revealed bh Son in us ? And hath he 
made us able Miniflers of the New Covenant? 
Where then are the Seals of our Apoftlefhip? 
Who that were dead in Trefpajfes and Sins % 
have been quickened by our Word ? Have 
we a burning Zeal to fave Souls from 
Death ? So that for their Sake we often 
forget even to eat our Bread ? Do we fpealc 
plain ? By Mamfeftation of the Truth, com- 
mending ourfehes to every Man's Confcience in 
the Srgbt of GOD X ? Are we dead to the 
World and the Things of the World, lay- 
ing up all our Treafure in Heaven ? Do we 
lord it over GOD's Heritage ? Or are wfc 
the leaft, the Servants of all? When wft 
bear the Reprt>aqh of thrift, docs it fit 
heavy upon us, or do we rejoice therein? 
When we are Jmitten m the one Cheek, dp 
we reient it ? Are we impatient of Affronts.? 
Or do we turn the other alfo ; not refilling 
the Evil, but overcoming Evil with Good? 
Have we a bitter Zeal, inciting us to ftriv$ 
lharply and paflionatcly with them that are 
ofit of the Way f Or is our Zeal the Flamp 
of Love ? So as to direft all our WorA 
with Sweetnefs, Lowlinefs and Meeknep 
tfWifdom? 

D 2 ^ Qem 
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9- Once more : What fhall we fay-con- 
cerning the Youth of this Place? Have 
you either the Form or the Power of Chri- 
stian Godlinek? Are you humble, teach- 
able, advifeable ; or ftubborn, felf-willed, 
heady and high-minded ? Are you obedient 
to your Superiors as to Parents ; or do you 
defpife thofe to whom you owe the tender- 
eft Reverence ? Are you diligent in your 
jeafy Bufinefs, purfuing your Studies with 
all your Strength ? Do you redeem the time* 
crowding as much Work into every Day as 
k can contain? Rather, are ye not con- 
fcious to yourfelves, that you wafte away 
day after day, -either in reading what has 
no Tendency to Chriftianity, or in Gaming, 
or, in — you know not what ? Are you 
better Managers of your Fortune than . of 
your time ? Do yot), out pf Principle, take 
care to ewe no Man any Thing ? Do you re- 
fneniber the Sabbath-Day to keep it Holy\ to 
fpend it in the more immediate Worflbip of 
GOD ? When you are in his Houfe, do 
jqu confider that GOD is there ? Do you 
behave, as feeing Him that is itmfible ? Do 
you know, how to pojfefs your Bodies, in 
HanBification and Honour ? Are not Drunk'- 
enhefs. and Uncleannefs found among you ? 
Yea, are there not of you, who glory in 
their Shame ? Do not many of you take the 
Name of GOD in vain : Perhaps habitually, 

with" 
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without either Remorfe or Fear ? Yea, are 
there not a Multitude of you that are For- 
fworn ? I fear, a fwiftly increafing Multi- 
tude. Be not furprized, Brethren - 9 before 
GOD and this Congregation, Town myfelf 
to have been of that Number: Soleriihly 
fwearing to obferue all thofe Cuftoms, which 
. I then knew nothing of; and thofe Sta- 
tuJeSy which I did not fo much as read over,* 
either then, or for fome Years aftfcr? What 
is Perjury, if this is not ? But if it be, O 
what a Weight of Sin, yea Sin of no com- 
mon Dye lieth upon us! And doth not the 
Moft High regard it ? 

.10. May it not be one of the Confe- 
quences of this, that fo many of you are a 
Generation of Trtflers ; Triflers with GOD; 
with one another, and with your own Souls? 
For how few of you fpend, from one Week 
to another, a fingle Hour in private Prayer ? 
How few, have any thought of GOD, irt 
the general Tenor of your Gonveriatktn i 
Who of you is in any Degree acquainted 
with the Work of his Spirit ? His fuper- 
natural Work in the Souls of Men ? Can 
you bear, unlefs now and then, in a Ohurchi 
any Talk of the Holy Ghoft ? Would yod 
not take it for gran tod, if one began fuch 
a Converfation, that it was either Hypociify 
or Entbuftafm ? In the Name of the Lord 
God Almighty, I afk What Religion are 
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j*#of? Even the Talk of Chriftianity ye 
cannot, will not bear! O my Brethren!- 
What a Cbriflian City » this ? b is time for 
tk$e % Lord* to lay to thine Hand! 

it. For indeed, what Probability, what 
poflibility rather, ffpeaking after the Man- 
ner of Men) is there that Cbrifiiamty y fcrip- 
tural Chrifiianity, flxould be again the Reli- 
gion of this Place? That ail Orders of 
Men among us Ihould fpeak and live, as 
Men filled with the Holy Gboft ? By whom 
ihpuld this Cbriftiantty be rcftored ? By thofe 
of you that are in Authority ? Are you con- 
vinced then, that this is Scriptural Cbrifti- 
N atity t Arc you deftrbus it mould be re- 
ftored ? And do ye not count your For- 
tune, Liberty, Life, dear unto yourfelves* 
fo ye may be inftrumental in the reftoring 
it? But fuppofe ye have this Defire, who 
bath any Power proportioned to theEffeft? 
Perhaps fome of you have made a few 
faint Attempts ? But, with how fmal) Sue- 
eels ! Shall Cbriftiantty then be reftored by 
young, unknown, inconfiderable Men? I 
know not, whether ye yourfelvcs could fuf- 
fer it : Would no* fome of you cry out, 
4 * Young Man! in fo doing Thou reproach- 
eft us! ,f But there is no Danger of your 
being put to the Proof; fo hath Iniquity 
overfpread us like a Flood! Whom then mail 
COD fend? The Famine, the Pteftilence ? 

The 
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(The laft Meffengers of GOD to a guilty 
Land?) or the Sword? The Ames of the 
Romifh Aliens, to reform us into our firft 
Love ? Nay, rather let us fall into thy Hand 
O Lord 9 and let us not fall into the Hand of 
Man! 

Lord, fave or we perifh ! Take us out 
of the Mire, that we (ink not! O help us 
againft thefe Enemies ! For vain is the Help 
of Man. Unto thee all Things are poffible. 
According to the Greatnefi of thy Power* 
preferve thou thofe that are appointed to 
die. And preferve us in the manner that 
feemeft thee Good : Not as we will, but as 
Thou wilt! 
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came and /owed Tears among the Wheats and 
went his way. Price 6d. or 55. per Dozen. 

XXV. St. Paul's Defcription of his own 
Religion ^opened and explained. The third 
Edition. Prce +d. or iL 51. per Hundred. 

XXVI. Religion tried by the Teft of fo- 
ber and impartial Reafon. The fecond Edi- 
tion correfted. Price 6d. or 5;. per Dozen. 

XXVII. The True Churchman fct in a 
juft and clear Light ; or an Effay towards 
the Right Character of a faithful Son of the 
Eftablifhed Church. The fecond Edition* 
Price 4d. or 1/. $s. per Hundred. 

XXVIII. A finccfe Chriftian and Converr 
from the Church of Rome, exemplified in the 
Cafe of Daniel Herley, a poor Iri/b Peafant. 
Price 3d. or 20J. per Hundred. 

XXIX. Sober Thought* for the Cure of 

Melon* 
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Melancholy* efpecially that whidh is reli- 
gious. Price 2a. or 12s. per Hundred. 

XXX. An Abftraft of the Church Cate- 
chifm, briefly containing the Subftance of all 
that is neceflary to Salvation. Price id. or 
6s. per Hundred. 

XXXI. A Difcourfe of Confirmation, in 
a Dialogue between the Miniftcr of a Parifh 
and a young Servant-Maid named Sarah, 
containing proper Inftrudtions for fuch as 
are to be confirmed ; humbly offered to the 
Confideration of all Parents and others who 
have the Care of educating Youth. Price 
zd. or t2s. per Hundred. 

XXXII. Advice to a young Divine con- 
cerning Preaching. Price id. or 6s. per Hun- 
dred. 

XXXIII. Two Trafts ; the one, Direc- 
tions to a fober Chriftian for the acceptable 
Offering up the Lord's Prayer to God in 
his private Devotions ; the o:her, Sober 
Thoughts on the Do&rine of Predeftination, 
Price 2d. or 125. per Hundred. 

XXXIV. The Root and Spring of true 
Virtue and Piety,- a Sermon preached at 
*fuam 9 much enlarged. Price 4J. or 1/. gs. 
per Hundred. 

JV. 5. The before mentioned thirty-four 
Tracts^ all written by the moft Reverend 
Dr r Edward Synge, late Lord Archbi- 
fhop of Vuam in Ireland, may be had 
bound together in four neat Pocket Vo- 
lumes, Price 12;. bound. 

The 
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THE Church Catechifm, with Tingle 
Proofs, taken from the Words of 
Scripture only, after a new Method, by the 
Reverend Mr. Bunbury. The feventb Edi- 
tion. To which are added, Graces, and a 
Morning and Evening Prayer. Price id. or / 
12$. per Hundred. 

A brief Expofuion of the Catechifm of 
the Church of England, in in eafy and fa- 
miliar Method, for the Ufe of Perfons of 
tender Years and moderate Attainments, by 
N. Clark, Reftor of Sbafton St. fames in 
the County of Dorfet. Price 3 d. or 20;. per 
Hundred. 

The Spirit of St. Pauh, or the Senti- 
ments of this great Apoftle relating to a 
Chriftian Life and Converfation, adapted to 
all the Days of the Month ; together with 
an Appendix of feleft Cole&s and Prayers. 
With Forms of Morning, Noon, and Even- 
ing Service, taken from the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, and the bcft Engli/b 
Writers in the Devotional way, by Thomas 
Morris, A. M, Price bound is. 

Preparations to a Holy Life, or Devo- 
tions for Families and private Perfons ; with 
Devotions fuitcd to moft particular Cafes : 
Alfo Meditations, Prayers, and Rules for the 
moft pious obferving the holy Time of Lent, 
by the Author qf the Week's Preparatun to 
the Sacrament. The feventb Edition. Pric^ 
bound is. The 
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The Church Catechiftn explained to the 
mcanelt Capacity, not only in Queftions and 
Anfwers as ufual ; but, after each Anfwer is 
an Enlargement by the Cateibift, for the Im- 
provement and farther Inftru&ion of the 
Congregation in general. Ufeful for all Fa- 
milies. The fee onfi 'Edition revifed by Jofepb 
Briggs, M, A, anil Vicar of Kirkburton in 
the County of Tork, Price bound is, 6d. 

Divine Poems, containing the Hiftory of 
Jonah, Eftber, Job, Samp/on ; together with 
Sion's Sonnets, Elegies, written and augmented 
by Francis S^uareUs. The fifth Edition. Now 
illuftrated with Sculptures to the fevgral 
Hiflories, not in the former Editions. Price 
bound 2 s. Cd. 

A Compendious View of the Religion of 
Nature delineated, being an Abridgement of 
Mr. Wottaftort* Treatife under that Titlcj to 
which is added an Appendix concerning the 
Chrittian Religion. The fecond Edition cor- 
refted. Price 2s. bound. 

A fhort View of the Propbanefs and Im- 
morality of the Enghjh Stage, &c. with the 
fever al Defences of the fame, in anfwer to Mr. 
Congreve, Dr. Drake, &c. 6?r. by Jeremy 
Collier, A. M. The fifth Edition. Price 
neatly bound 4s. 

LONDON: 

AH Sorts uf Stationary Goods fold by T. Trye near 

Greji-lnn Gate in Holbourn. 
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